'SYHNW9S8I 


ro 

o 


ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XVI. February 8, 1856. No. 4. 


The Annual General Meeting of tlie Society, Manuel J. 
Johnson, Esq. President, in the Chair. 

Andrew Barclay, Esq., Kilmarnock, 

Charles Tennant, Esq., Glen, Peeblesshire, and 
Capt. Norman M‘Leod, Local Marine Board, Liverpool, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


Report of the Council to the Thirty-sixth Annual General 
Meeting of the Society . 

The Council can, as has so often happened before, meet the 
Society with expressions of satisfaction at the general state of 
astronomy, both at home and abroad. But though science lives, 
its supporters are removed, one by one, and the great interests of 
humanity are left to find new promoters. The past year has been 
saddened to us by the almost sudden death of Mr. Sheepshanks, one 
of our most valuable colleagues and one of our oldest members. 


The Report of the Auditors, subjoined, will show the state of 
the finances: — 


RECEIPTS. 

£ s. d. 

Balance of last year's account . 314 11 8 

By dividend on ^2878 ijs. 5 d. new 3 per Cents . 40 13 3 

By ditto on ^1650 Consols. 23 2 o 

By ditto on ^2878 17s. 5c?. .. 40 6 1 

On account of arrears of contributions. 103 14 o 

106 contributions (1855-56). 222 12 o 

8 ditto (1856-57)..... 16 16 o 

Carried forward.. ^761 15 o 
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Report of the Council . 


106 

The favourable position which the planet Saturn has recently 
occupied for observing the breadth of his rings has not failed to 
attract the attention of several observers. Mr. Main having sub¬ 
mitted to a searching discussion a series of observations of the 
rings, executed by himself in recent years with a double-image 
micrometer, has arrived at the conclusion that there exist no real 
grounds for the hypothesis of M. Otto Struve, that the bright rings 
are gradually approaching the body of the planet. Professor 
Kaiser, of Leyden, has deduced a similar result from a discussion of 
various ancient and modern observations of the rings. Professor 
Secchi’s observations would seem to indicate that the rings, besides 
having a rotatory motion around the planet, are also elliptical, a 
view of their constitution which the observations of Mr. De La Rue 
tend in some degree to support. 

The Astronomische Nachrichten still continues to be conducted 
under the able superintendence of Dr. Peters. The Council have 
on various occasions deemed it expedient to direct the attention of 
the Fellows of the Society to this invaluable journal, an acquaint¬ 
ance with the pages of which is indispensable to all who would 
desire to know the state of astronomical science in the present 
day. From the liberality with which its columns are thrown open 
to contributions in every language, it has acquired a character of 
cosmopolitanism which no other scientific journal can aspire to; 
but while this circumstance serves materially to enhance the value 
of the Astronomische Nachrichten as a medium of communication 
between astronomers throughout the whole civilised world, it must 
be admitted, on the other hand, that it constitutes a claim to the 
support of that journal, not merely von the part of professional 
astronomers—who are deeply interested in its maintenance and 
will always be glad to contribute towards that object — but also 
on the part of the amateur astronomer, who finds so much use¬ 
ful instruction in its pages, and of that large class of individuals 
who, without positively devoting any portion of their time to 
astronomical pursuits, enjoy delight in contemplating the grand 
truths of our Science, and are always willing to contribute towards 
its advancement by any means that may be pointed out to them 
as efficacious and practicable. 


Papers read before the Society from February 1855 
to February 1856. 

^55- 

Mar. 9. Observations of Comet II. 1853. Mr. Maclear. 
Appearance seen in the Moon. Mr. Hart. 

On the Orbit of 70 Ophiuchi. Mr. Fletcher. 

Account of Astronomical Operations in the Colony of 
Yictoria. Mr. Ellery. 

Note on Astronomical Refractions. Sir John Lubbock. 
Observations of Comet I. 1855. Dr. Donati. 

Description of an Observatory. Mr. Jeans, 
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